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TROWBRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  AND 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


MR. CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1963.  I  wish  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  work  and  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 


JOHN  L. DAVIES 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


.AiirGci  e®oo«  •  ©  ••  •  •••••  •  o  o  ©  o  2  ^  25^  cicrGS 

Population  .  •  ••♦•  .  .♦♦♦  169200 

Rateable  Value  (at  1st  April,  1963 )  .  £-723,806 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (year  1963— 64)  £2,925 


Total  number  of  houses  in  Urban  District  (31 . 12. 63 )5 ?574 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

1962 

England  and 
Wales  1963 

LIVE  BIRTHS  - 
Legitimate 

118 

156 

274 

260 

Illegitimate 

7 

10 

17 

19 

TOTAL 

125 

166 

291 

279 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  - 
per  1,0®  population 

18.0 

17-4 

18,2 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  - 

of  total  live  births 

5.8$ 

6.8$ 

CORRECTED  BIRTH  RATE 

— 

per  1 , 0®  popul  at  i  ofi^: 
(comparability  factor 

1963- 

-1.05) 

18.9 

17-4 

STILL  BIRTHS  - 
Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

5 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

1 

TOTAL 

6 

2 

8 

6 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  - 

per  l,0C01ive  and 
still  births 

26.76 

21.05 

17.2 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND 

STILL  BIRTHS  ' 

131 

168 

299 

285 

TOTAL  DEATHS  FROM 

ALL  CAUSES 

105 

118 

223 

180 

DEATH  RATE  per 

1,000  population 

All  causes 

13.8 

11.2 

CORRECTED  DEATH  RATE 

per  1,000  population 
(comparability  factor 

1.0) 

13.8 

11.2 

12.2 

INFANTS  DEATHS  (under 

1  year) 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

— 

- 

TOTAL 


3 


2 


5 
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.  M. 

F. 

Total 

1962 

England  and 
Wales  1963 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 
per  1,000  live  birthss 
Total 

17.2 

10.8 

21.1 

Legitimate 

18.2 

11.5 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 
(under  4  weeks) 

Legitimate  2 

2 

4 

3 

Illegitimate  - 

- 

— 

TOTAL  2 

2 

4 

3 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
per  1,000  live  births 

13.7 

10.8 

14.2 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  DEATHS 
(under  1  week) 

Legitimate  2 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  - 

- 

— 

— 

TOTAL  2 

- 

2 

3 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY 
per  1,000  live  births 

RATE 

6.9 

10.8 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(still  births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births) 

43.5 

31.6 

29.3 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 
(including  abortion) 

1 

Nil 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
per  1,000  live  and  still 
births 

3.3 

Nil 

AREA  COMPARABILITY  FACTORS »  These  factors  are  provided  "by 

the  Registrar-General  in  respect  of  birth  and  death  rates  in  order 
to  make  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  local 
populations  differ  in  age  and  sex  distribution  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  local  crude  rates  have  to  be  multiplied  by  the  area 
factor  before  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  or  with  the  corresponding  adjusted  rate  for 
any  other  area. 

Comparability  Factors  for  Trowbridge  in  1963s- 

Births . 1.05 

Deaths . , .  1.0 

In  the  last  ten  years  the  population  has  risen  from  13,860 
in  1953  to  16,200  in  1963  an  increase  of  2,340  or  17$  In  the 
same  period  the  total  number  of  houses  has  risen  from  4,430  to 
5,574  an  increase  of  1,144  or  39$ 

The  birth  rate  continues  to  rise,  the  corrected  rate  per 
1,000  population  for  Trowbridge  being  18.9  compared  with  the 
national  average  of  18.2 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


G 

R 

0 

u 

p 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Total 

Sex  all  Ages 


Under 
4  weeks 


\ 


1, 

Tuberculosis ,  Respiratory 

M 

1 

— 

F 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

M 

1 

— 

F 

— 

— 

9- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

M 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm, Stomach 

M 

2 

— 

F 

1 

— 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

Bronchus 

M 

5 

— 

F 

— 

•m 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

F 

2 

— 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

F 

1 

— 

14- 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms 

M 

11 

— 

F 

10 

— 

15- 

L  euka  emi a ,  A1 euka  emi a 

M 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

17- 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous 

System 

M 

12 

— 

F 

18 

— 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

M 

21 

— 

F 

14 

— 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

M 

1 

— 

F 

2 

— 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease 

M 

17 

— 

F 

25 

— 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

M 

8 

— 

F 

6 

— 

22. 

Influenza 

M 

1 

— 

F 

1 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

M 

1 

— 

F 

10 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis 

M 

4 

— 

F 

5 

— 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  System 

M 

6 

— 

F 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis, Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea 

M 

— 

F 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

2 

— 

F 

1 

mm 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Irostate 

M 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy, Childbirth , Abortion 

F 

1 

mm 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

M 

1 

— 

F 

1 

mm 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined 

M 

4 

2 

Dij  ^jes 

F 

9 

1 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

3 

— 

F 

— 

34. 

All  Other  Accidents 

M 

2 

'  — 

F 

5 

— 

35- 

Suicide 

M 

— 

— 

F 

2 

_ 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

105 

2, 

F 

118 

2 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


4  weeks 
and  under 
1  year 


AGE  IN  YEARS 

1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45- 


55-  65-  75  and  over 


1 


1 


1 

1 


2 

1 


1 

1 

1 


1  2 
2 


1  1 
1  5 


5 

3 

1 


1 

3 


1 

1 

1 


3 

2  3 

5  6 

2  4 

1 

1 

2  2 

3 
3 

1 

1 

1 

1  3 
1 

2  2 


9 

11 

6 

8 

1 

12 

21 

4 

5 


5 

3 

1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


3 


1 


1 


4 

1 


1  -  -  1 
-  1  1  3 


1 

13  2  4 

-3  2  1 


1 

15  25  43 

15  24  66 


4 


9 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


I.  STAFF. 

Part-time  Medical  Officer,  Dr. J .L. Davies,  M.B.,B.S.,  D.P.H. , 
who  acts  for  Trowbridge  U.D.C.,  Bradford  on  Avon  U.D.C.  and 
is  also  an  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  Donald  S. Smith,  F.A.P.H.I., 
M.R.S.H.,  (also  acts  as  Authorised  Officer  under  (l)  Petroleum 
(Regulation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936,  (2)  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  > 

(3)  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Regulations,  1953,  and 

(4)  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957* 

Deputy  Public  Health  Inspectors  H. Phillips,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  A.G.Garnbot (left  30.6.63) 
P.R.Bramley ,  M.A.P.H.I ., (commenced  23 • 9 * 63 • ) 

Meat  Inspectorss  J. McGhee, (commenced  23. 9*63) 

G.Pollitt , (commenced  30.9*63) 

Clerk-typists  Mrs .N.Hillyer . 

Rodent  Operators  T. Richards. 

II.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities,  (l)  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Salisbury,  (2)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  (3)  Waterfall 
and  O’Brien,  Bristol. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  County  Council’s  Ambulance 
Station  for  this  area  is  at  Hilperton  Road,  Trowbridge. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  are  two  district  nurses 
and  one  midwife. 

(d)  Home  Helps.  The  County  Council  Home  Help  service  is 
well  established  and  great  assistance  has  been  given  in  cases 
of  illness  and  infirmity.  It  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  Home  Helps  are  not  intended,  and  should  not  be  expected, 
to  undertake  any  nursing  -  their  duties  are  household  ones 
only. 

(e)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  A  new  County  Council 
Clinic  is  being  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  clinic  in  The 
Halve.  Temporary  premises  at  Zion  Hall,  Union  Street  are 
being  used  until  the  completion  of  the  new  building  at  the 

end  of  1964. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
at  2.00  p.m. 

Immunisation.  A  session  is  held  on  the  fourth  Thursday  of 
every  month. 

Specialists  clinics  are  held  on  other  occasions. 

(f)  Hospital  Accommodation. 

(i)  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital.  This  is  a  general 
hospital  with  a  maternity  department  of  thirteen  beds. 

(ii)  Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Owing  to  the 
steadily  decreasing  numbers  of  infectious  cases  requiring 
admission  to  isolation  beds,  the  hospital  once  known  as 
the  Trowbridge  and  District  Isolation  Hospital  is  now, 
under  its  modern  name  of  St.John’s  Hospital,  Trowbridge, 
used  almost  entirely  as  a  Hospital  for  older  patients  - 
both  men  and  women. 
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Claverton  Hospital,  Bath,  is  the  main  hospital  for 
infectious  diseases  for  a  wide  area,  and  all  serious  ones, 
Poliomyelitis  for  example,  are  admitted  directly  there. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  SECTION  47  AS  AMENDED  BY 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951. 

During  1963  it  was  necessary  to  arrange  for  an  eldery  lady 
living  alone  and  in  need  of  care  and  attention  to  he  transferred 
to  hospital  for  medical  treatment. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  regularly  by  this  Department 
and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  samples  taken  during  1963  were  satisfactory. 
The  following  report  on  a  sample  taken  the  20th  December,  1963 
is  appended. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  24  hours  37°^  aerobically 

-  NIL  per  ml. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days, 

37°C  -  NIL  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  Bact.coli  (Type  l)  -  NIL  per  100  ml. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor,  Mr.G.S.Day,  for  the  information 
under  the  next  three  headings. 

'V 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Refuse  collection  continued  to  increase  in  extent  due  to  new 
building  and  estate  development  in  the  urban  district.  It  was 
possible  to  operate  the  service  with  the  two  collection  vehicles 
but  these  were  both  employed  almost  fully. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  space  at  the  Wyke  Tip  was  becoming 
restricted  and  certain  types  of  refuse  were  diverted  to  the  Sewage 
Works  Tip  for  disposal  in  order  to  conserve  space  at  the  former 
place.  Negotiations  for  a  new  tipping  site  adjacent  to  the 
sewage  works  were  put  in  hand  and  planning  permission  for  this  site 
was  obtained. 

An  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
visited  Trowbridge  in  August  to  obtain  routine  information  about  the 
Council's  arrangements  for  refuse  disposal  and  street  cleansing. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

Negotiations  were  instituted  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for 
the  reorganisation  and  extension  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in 
accordance  with  the  outline  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council's 
Consulting  Engineers.  Planning  permission  for  the  Scheme  was 
obtained. 

SEWERAGE. 

A  further  extension  of  the  surface  water  sewer  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Victoria  Road  was  carried  out  and  arrangements  made  with  the 
developers  of  the  Osborne  Estate  for  a  relief  sewer  from  Victoria 
Road  to  be  constructed  through  the  estate  to  a  new  outfall  to  the 
brook. 
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Sections  of  the  new  Bradley  Road  surface  water  sewer  were 
constructed  on  the  Grove  Estate  and  the  Bradley  Gardens  Estate ? 
and  a  contract  was  let  for  the  construction  of  the  remaining 
sections  at  Silver  Street  Lane  and  Bradley  Road. 

The  length  of  soil  sewer  through  Messrs.  Treman’s  yard? 
Between  Court  Street  and  the  river  crossing  was  reconstructed. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Conigre  -  British  Row  Highway 
Improvement  a  section  of  the  brick  barrel  soil  sewer  at  Frog 
Lane  was  re-laid  with  glazed  pipes. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS. 

Nine  samples  were  taken  from  the  open-air  bathing  pool 
during  the  year.  One  sample  was  reported  as  "moderate  degree 
of  pollution  with  non-faecal  type  coliform  organisms".  The 
other  eight  samples  were,  reported  as  "no'  evidence  of  pollution". 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  1963 


IMMUNI S  ATI  OK  ANN  VACCINATI  ON . 


I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  following  figures  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  carried 
out  in  Trowbridge  during  the  year. 


IMMUNISATION  ANN  SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 
STATISTICS ?  1963. 

Tear  of  Birth  1963  1962  1961  i960  1959  1954-58  1949-53 


Primary  imms. 

completed 

Biph 

96 

158 

8 

2 

2 

8 

— 

Wh/c 

.. 

86 

156 

8 

1 

1 

1 

— 

during  1963 

Tet . 

96 

158 

8 

2 

2 

8 

— 

Aeinf . 
inj ects . 

Administered 

during  1963 

Niph. 

- 

30 

88 

26 

7 

133 

2 

Wh/c. 

- 

23 

67 

26 

3 

53 

1 

Tet . 

- 

26 

81 

26 

5 

- 

1 

2 

Months 

Years 

Age  group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2  -  4| 5  -  14 

15 

Vaccinations 

8 

41 

11 

9 

11 

7 

10 

14 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

4 

4 

20 

83/o  of  babies  in  Trowbridge  were  immunit  od  against  diphtheria 
(and  in  most  cases  against  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  also) 
compared  with  73$  in  the  County  as  a  whole. 
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COMPLETED  POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION  DURING  1963 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Trowbridge  Urban  District 
Council. 


LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  for  the 

1963. 


year 


The  report  follows  the  usual  pattern  but  particular 
attention  is  drawn  to  the  section  dealing  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods.  What  may  be  fairly  described  as 
a  milestone  in  public  health  was  reached  with  the  introduction 
of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  and  in  Trowbridge, 
where  meat  inspection  forms  an  unusually  large  part  of  the 
work  of  the  Department,  the  effect  of  the  Regulations  was 
particularly  significant. 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council,  the  Medical 
^Nicer  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their 
co-operation  and  supporto 


Yours  obediently, 

DONALD  S. SMITH. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

A  "INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES » 

(i)  SLAUGHTERING. 

Although  the  Trowbridge  Co-operative  Society's  slaughter¬ 
house  csased  to  function  at  the  end  of  July,  the  remaining 
private  slaughterhouse  and  the  two  factory  slaughterhouses 
continued | to  operate  and  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
in  the  district  during  the  year  again  increased  to  89,416. 
Moreover  the  increased  kill  during  the  latter  months  at  one 
of  the  factory  slaughterhouses  suggested  a  considerable  total 
increase  in  the  ensuing  year. 

Work  ,began  on  the  construction  of  the  new  slaughterhouse 
at  Bovyers  (Wiltshire  Bacon)  Limited  but  its  delayed  completion 
necessitated  a  further  deferment  until  1st  April,  1964  of  the 
introduction  of  the  whole  of  the  construction  Regulations 
relating  to  slaughterhouses.  Work  was  put  in  hand  at  the 
two  other  slaughterhouses  to  raise  them  to  the  required  standard. 

Eighteen  slaughtermen  were  licensed  during  the  year  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  19585  twelve 
of  these  were  confined  to  the  slaughter  of  pigs  by  reason  of 
their  employment  at  factory  slaughterhouses. 

(ii)  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  which  came  into 
operation  on  1st  October  require,  inter  alia,  the  inspection 
by  qualified  local  authority  officers  in  accordance  with  a 
detailed  and  strict  code,  of  the  carcases  and  organs  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  for  human  food.  All 
carcases  passed  for  human  consumption  must  be  marked  with  the 
inspector's  stamp  and  the  Council  may  make  a  charge,  within 
certain  specified  maxima,  for  each  carcase  so  inspected  and 
marked. 
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The  required  inspection  procedures  are  such  that,  with 
the  numbers  of  animals  being  killed  at  the  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district,  the  attendance  of  inspectors  is  necessary 
at  all  times  when  slaughtering  is  taking  place. 

Previously,  initial  inspection  of  carcases  at  the 
factory  slaughterhouses  had  been  done  by  the  firms'  employees 
who  detained,  for  further  inspection  by  Public  Health  Inspectors, 
any  carcases  which  were  diseased  or  abnormal.  The  Regulations 
require  that  ail  this  work  should  be  carried  out  by  qualified 
Council  inspectors  and  it  was  therefore  decidbd  to  appoint  two 
new  Meat  Inspectors.  The  Council  was  fortunate  in  obtaining 
the  services  of  Mr.G.Pollitt  and  Mr .J. McGhee  and  also  in 
replacing  Mr. A. Garnet t ,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
who  left  for  another  appointment  in  July,  with  Mr.P.R.Bramley. 

Slaughtering  times  notified  under  the  Regulations  ranged 
for  7*15  a.m.  until  7*00  p.m.  at  the  different  slaughterhouses 
but  by  1st  November  full  inspection  was  in  operation  at  two 
slaughterhouses.  At  the  third  slaughterhouse,  inspection  was 
hampered  by  an  inadequate  slaughtering  line  and  an  extension 
to  this  was  planned  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Humerous  problems 
presented  themselves  during  this  initial  period  and  they  were 
solved  only  with  the  co-operation  of  the  firms  and  by  the  patience 
and  enthusiasm  with  which  the  inspectorate  tackled  their  new 
responsibilities . 

The  Table  below  sets  out  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  the  details  of  meat  inspection 
work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  and  investigated 
regarding  foodstuffs  other  than  meat.  These  included: - 

Hail  in  packet  of  dried  fruit. 

Insect  in  loaf. 

Malt  loaf  affected  with  mould. 

Fondant  cake  affected  with  mould. 

Pork  pie  affected  with  mould. 

Each  complaint  was  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  suitable  warnings  were  issued  in  each  case. 

The  weights  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  during  the  year  were  as  followss- 


Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

3SEF  ...... 

i 

12 

3 

26 

MUTTON  . 

— 

— 

3 

15 

VEAL  . 

— 

18 

3 

23 

PORK  ...... 

52 

6 

— 

2 

OTHER  FOODS  .... 

1 

2 

2 

22 

55 

1 

2 

4 

(iii)  DISPOSAL  OF 

CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND 

OTHER  FOODS. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  methods  of  disposal  of  unfit  meat 
and  other  foods. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION  AT  BACON  FACTORIES  AITD  SLAUGHTERHOUSES ,  1963- 


(iv)  THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOOD)  ORDER,  1958. 

The  functions  of  the  Wiltshire  County  Council  under  this 
Order  are  delegated  to  the  Council. 

No  plants  were  licensed  during  the  year. 

(v)  the  food  hygiene  (general)  REGULATIONS,,  i960. 

While  as  close  attention  as  possible  was  given  to  the 
supervision  of  the  manufacture,  storage,  transport  and  sale 
of  food,  pressure  of  other  duties  reduced  the  time  available 
for  this  work.  A  number  of  improvements  was  nevertheless 

obtained.  Regular  and  continuing  surveillance  of  food  premises, 
etc.,  is  an  essential  part  of  th*--  work  of  the  Department  and 
in  the  public  interest  it  must  not  be  allowed  to  decline. 

(vi)  FOOD  PREMISES. 


The  number  of  food  premises- in  the  district  by  type  of 
business  v;as  as  followss- 


Grocers, Greengrocers,  Fruiterers*  Ccnfect-icners  . .  . . 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  . . .  „ . . . . 

Fishmongers  . . . . . .  . . . 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . 

Bakers  . . . . . 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons  . 

Bacon  Factories  . . . . . 

Other  Food  Factories  . . . . . . . 

Canteens ,  Kitchens ,  etc . * . . . . . 

Food  Warehouses  . 

Breweries  . . . „  „  „ 

Brewery  Maltings  . . . . . . 

Beer  Bottling  . . . . . # 

Wine  and  Spirit  Bottling  . 

Mineral  Water  Factories  . . . . 

Public  Houses  . . . . . 

Clubs  . . . . 


83 

8 

6 

IT 

6 

6 

2 

8 

32 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 

8 
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(vii)  REGISTERED  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Sections  16  and  18, 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 s  — 


(i)  (a)  For  the  Sale  of  Ice-Cream . .  64 

(b)  For  the  Storage  of  Ice-Cream  . .  1 

(c)  For  the  Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  .  3 

(ii)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages  or 

Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled  or  Preserved  Food  Intended 

for  Sale  . . .  13 


Two  of  the  premises  registered  for  ice-cream  manufacture 
and  twelve  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  were 
not  used  for  those  purposes  during  the  year. 

(viii)  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS.  1959. 

(i)  Number  of  registered  dairies  (not  being  dairy  farms)  4 

(ii)  Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk . .  14 

Of  the  registered  distributors  of  milk  four  were  shop¬ 
keepers  retailing  small  quantities  of  bottled  or  cartoned  milk. 

14. 


Three  complaints  concerning  .unsatisfactory  milk  bottles 
were  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  warnings 
were  issued  in  each  case. 

A  complaint  was  also  received  concerning  the  practice 
of  some  dairymen  of  leaving  empty  milk  bottles  on  grass  verges, 
pavements,  etc.  for  later  collection.  Although  the 
Regulations  do  not  prohibit  this,  a  letter  was  circulated 
to  registered  milk  distributors  in  the  district  drawing 
attention  to  this  undesirable  practice.and  some  improvement 
resulted. 

tix)  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION )  REGULATIONS. 

Under  a  delegation  agreement,  certain  functions  of  the  , 
Wiltshire  County  Council  under  the  Regulations  are  carried  out 
by  the  Urban  District  Council.  Forty— nine  samples  of 

designated  milk  were  taken,  as  follows s- 


Pasteurised  milk  . .  13 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  milk..  24 
Pasteurised  (Channel  Islands)  milk*  12 


Total  49 


All  these  samples  conformed  to  the  standards  prescribed 
in  the  Regulations.- 

f-^ICE  CREAM  SAMPLING. 

Twelve  samples  of  ice-cream  v/ere  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  during  the  year  and  were  reported  as  Provisional 
Grade  I.  This-  indicates  a  satisfactory  bacteriological 
standard. 


15* 


B 


HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


(a)  Unfit  Houses. 

The  Council  decided  to  deal  with  the  St. Thomas'  Passage 
Clearance  Area  by  compulsory  purchase.  An  Order  including 
the  nine  houses  was  made  in  April  and  although  an  Inspector  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  visited  the  site 
in  October,  the  Minister's  decision  was  still  awaited  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 


Inspection  of  hcv.es  in  the  Mortimer  Street  area  was  begun 
and  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  area- 

the  Mortimer  Street  (No. 4)  Clearance  Area  -  was  declared  in 

Pec ember . 

A  small  number  of  houses  was  dealt  with  individually  either 
formally  by  demolition  or  closing  orders  or  informally  by  under¬ 
takings  given  by  the  owners.  Necessary  repairs  were  effected 
in  forty-two  houses  as  a  result  of  informal  action  taken  by  the 
Department . 

A  preliminary  survey  was  carried  out  of  sixty-two  houses  in 
Prospect  Place,  Charlotte  Street,  Cross  Street  and  Timbrell  Street 
adjoining  the  Prospect  Place  (No. 2)  and  Thomas  Street  Clearance 
Areas.  As  a  result  of  a  preponderance  of  dwellings  of  an 
unsatisfactory  standard,  the  Council  authorised  the  detailed 
inspection  of  these  houses  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  during 
1965. 


In  order  to  eliminate  possible  danger  to  trespassers  in 
properties  which  had  been  purchased  by  the  Council  and  which  ware 
empty  pending  demolition,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  instituted  a 
procedure  whereby,  on  receipt  of  the  keys  from  the  Council's 
solicitors,  arrangements  would  be  made  by  the  Housing  Manager 
for  the  Electricity,  Gas  and  Water  Boards  to  be  notified  so  that 
the  services  could  be  removed  after  which  the  houses  would  be 
boarded  up. 

In  the  course  of  house  inspections,  it  has  become  increasingly 
evident  that  the  proportion  of  elderly  people  occupying  sub¬ 
standard  houses  is  higher  than  in  houses  of  a  better  standard 
and  many  of  these  are  -owner-occupiers.  In  such  cases,  the  two 
topics  which  invariably  arise  are  (a)  compensation  for  their 
property  and  (b)  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation 
in  a  locality  suitable  to  them  at  a  rent  they  can  afford  to  pay. 

(b)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation. 

Consideration  was  given  to  the  multi-occupation  of  a  number 
of  houses  in  .the*  town  and  to  the  new  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1961,  relating  to  this  problem.  A  code  of  standards  for  houses 
occupied  in  this  way  was  prepared  and  adopted  by  the  Council  and 
the  code  was  applied  informally  in  a  number  of  cases.  Some 
improvements  resulted. 

The  code  deals  with  disrepair,  lighting,  ventilation,  water 
supply,  personal  v/ashing  facilities,  sanitary  conveniences,  storage, 
preparation  and  cooking  of  food,  overcrowding  and  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire. 

(c)  Rent  Act . 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received. 


16. 


(d)  Improvement  Grants. 


Although  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of 
applications  for  standard  grants*  the  response  to  publicity 
by  the  Council  was.  again  disappointing. 

A  Ministry  circular  issued  in  1J62  had  recommended  the 
improvement  of  houses  on  a  street-by-street  basis.  A  report 
was  made  to  the  Council  in  March  of  this  year  of  a  survey 
made  of  approximately  200  houses  in  two  selected  areas  in  the 
town.  The  survey  revealed  a  marked  similarity  in  the  scale  of 
provision  of  amenities  in  the  houses  in  the  two  areas.  A 
substantial  proportion  of  the  houses  already  possessed  some 
of  the  standard  amenities*  very  few  of  the  houses  were  tenanted 
and  the  houses  with  the  least  amenities  were  frequently 
occupied  by  elderly  people  who  were  either  unwilling  or  unable* 
for  financial  or  other  reaons*  to  carry  out  improvements. 

It  appeared  unlikely  that  there  were  large  areas  in  the  town, 
of  suitable  houses  of  the  type  envisaged  by  the  Minister. 

(e)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

No  sites  were  licensed  in  the  District  but  a  licensed  site 
exists  in  an  adjoining  Rural  District  immediately  outside  the 
Urban  District  boundary. 

Until  its  purchase  and  subsequent  fencing  off  in  August* 
informal  action  was  necessary  on  several  occasions  concerning 
the  unauthorised  use  for  caravans  of  a  site  in  Silver  Street 
Lane. 


Action  under  the  Acts  is  tabulated  belows 

inspections 


Housing  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  (including  survey  inspections)  ...  738 

CLEARANCE  AREAS  (HOUSING  ACT*  1957). 


Number  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  made  . . .  1 

Number  of  Houses  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  ............  9 

Clearance  Areas  declared . . . . . .  1 

Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  declared  . . .  9 

Number  of  unfit  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

clearance  areas  during  the  year . . .  Nil 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  houses  unfit  for 

human  habitation . . . . .  53 

(17  families) 

Number  of  houses  included  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

under  Section  43(2)  of  Housing  Act*  1957  .  Nil 

Number  of  persons  displaced  from  such  houses  .............  7 

(3  families) 


DEMOLITION  AND  CLOSING  ORDERS  (HOUSING  ACT),  1957 ). 


Number  of 
houses 

Houses  demolished  as  a  result 
of  formal  or  informal  procedure 


under  Section  17  . . 

Houses  closed  as  a  result  of 
formal  or  informal  procedure 
under  Section  17  8 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  1 


Number  of  persons 

displaced 


22  (9  families) 

29  (lO  families) 
Nil 


IT 


REPAIRS 


Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fits- 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority  .  42 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts . , . „ . Nil 

(b)  Sections  9  and  16  of  Housing  Act,  1957  .  Nil 

(iii) Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act ,  1957  . oi....  Nil 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISRFPAIR  (RENT  ACT,  1957) 
Number  of  applications  for  certificates  .  Nil 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Discretionary  - 

Number  of  formal  applications  received  . .  2 

Number  of  formal  applications  approved . , ....  1 

Number  of  formal  applications  refused  . .  Nil 

Number  of  schemes  completed . . .  1 

Standard  - 

Number  of  formal  applications  received  .  21 

Number  of  formal  applications  approved .  24 

Number  of  formal  applications  refused  .  Nil 

Number  of  schemes  completed  . . . 27 


Amenities  Provided  by 

Standard  Grants. 


Baths  in  separate  bathrooms  . . . .  23 

V/ash-hand  basins  .  24 

Water  Closets . . . . . .  27 

Hot  Water  Supplies  . 20 

Food-Stores  . 25 


C  -  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

Sixty-nine  inspections  and  seventeen  observations  v/ere 
made  in  connection  with  duties  under  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

Four  of  these  inspections  were  for  the  purpose  of  considering, 
under  section  10,  the  heights  of  proposed  chimneys  sho wn  on 
plans  submitted  under  the  Building  Byelaws. 

A  laundry  boiler  which  in  the  past  had  been  the  subject 
of  numerous  complaints  was  converted  to  oil-firing. 

A  number  of  notifications  were  received  under  section  3 
of  the  installation  of  new  furnaces. 

The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Bristol  and  ■  'est'  Clean 

Air  Committee. 


D  -  NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  I960. 

One  complaint  only  called  for  investigation.  This 
concerned  the  operation  of  a  circular  saw  by  a  timber  firm 
late  into  the  night.  Shortly  after  investigation,  the  firm 

restricted  this  practice  to  more  reasonable  hours. 

E-  AGRICULTURE  ( SAFETY , HEALTH  AND  ,7ELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 
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F  -  RODENT  AND  OTHER  PEST  CONTROL. 


The  table  below  shows  the  very  necessary  work  carried  out 
by  the  Rodent  Operator  in  destroying  rats  and  mice.  He  also 
dealt  with  wasps  and  oockroach  infestations  on  request.  The 
soil  sewers  were  treated  twice  for  rate. 

The  Council' has' fourteen  contracts  for  the  regular  treatment 
for  rats  at  commercial ' and  industrial  premises  and  at  one 
hospital . 

Details  of  work  done  are  tabulated  below?- 

Local  Authority  Dwelling  Business  Agric . 


Properties 

Houses 

Premises 

Properties 

Total 

Number  of 

properties  inspected  • 
by  Rodent  Operator  • 

16 

227 

77 

14 

334 

Number  of  properties- 
found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  or  mice  and 
treated  by  Rodent- 
Operator  . 

•  '  *  ‘  "  6'  ' 

118 

48 

1 

173 

Total  Treatments- 
carried  out  including 
re-treatments 

13 

136 

77 

1 

227 

G  -  RA-q  FLOCK  AflD  OTHER  FILLING-.  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951. 

Premises  registered  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  . . .  ..*  l 

H  -  PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  &  1936. 

Forty-two  premises  were  licensed  by  the  Council  for  the 
storage  of  73?410  gallons  of  petroleum-spirit.  In  addition 
the  Home  Secretary  issued  a  licence  for  an  installation  at  a 
laundry. 

New  storage  premises  included  a  filling  station  and  two 
private  installations. 

Tests  on  existing  tanks  were  carried  out  as  required  by 
the  Conditions  attaching  to  the  licences. 

I  -  PET  ANIMALS  ACT ,  1971, 

One  licence  only  was  issued  under  the  Act  to  keep  a  pet 
shop.  The  advice  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  is  sought  in  connection 
Yidth  applications  for  licences. 

J  -  MISCELLANEOUS . 

Two  hundred  and  forty-one  complaints  were  made  to  the  Department 
during  the  year. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  attended  a  course  organised  by 
the  Wiltshire  County  Council  at  Urchfont  Manor  in  "Radiation  in 
Public  Health". 

The  Offices.,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act ?  1963  received  royal 
assent  but  had  not  been  brought  into  operation  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


19. 


I  -  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purpose  of  provision  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

lumber  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

» 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1?2,3,4  &  6 
are  to  he  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

5 

1 

(2)  Factories  not  . 
included  in  (l)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

86 

65 

> 

1 

1 

(3)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

( 

I 

5 

( 

2 

TOTAL 

:  i 

68 

1 

- 

2.  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  found 

Number  of  cases 

Particulars 

j 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which  pros¬ 
ecutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of 

Cleanliness  S.l.  j 

1 

Overcrowding  S.2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  S.3  : 

. 

_ 

Inadequate 
ventilation  S.4 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  S.6 

Sanitary  . 
Conveniences  S.7  1 
(a)  Insufficient  • 

2 

1 

2| 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

4 

J 

4 

. 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

i  _ 

. 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

! 

TOTAL 

6 

6 

- 

- 

_ 
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OUTWORK  Sections  110  and  111 


L  -  SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS'  INSPECTIONS 


Primary 

Re- 

Inspections 

Inspections. 

Housing  -  General 

146 

232 

Disrepair  Cert. 

— 

- 

Improvement  Grants 
-Discretionary 

5 

23 

-Standard 

55 

252 

Overcrowding 

4 

- 

Other  Visits , Housing  Acts 
(including  survey  visits) 

307 

53 

Moveable  Dwellings 

11 

11 

Dangerous  Buildings 

6 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

3 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals 

4 

5 

B;.fuse  Accommodation 

3 

1 

Accumulations 

8 

4 

Yards, Courts,  etc. 

1 

4 

Watercourses,  etc. 

3 

3 

Other  Visits, Public 

Health  Act 

47 

37 

Bathing  Pool 

4 

— 

Drainage  -  Inspections 

136 

139 

-  Tests 

5 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

1 

— 

Sewage  Disposal 

2 

— 

Water  Supply 

4 

— 

Milk  &  Dairies 

23 

Lee  Cream  Premises 

7 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

12 

7 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

44 

14 

Other  Food  Premises 

61 

29 

Markets , Stalls , Vans ,  etc. 

25 

9 

Slaughterhouses  Slaughtering 

78 

10 

Meat  Inspection  (excluding 

Inspections  by  Meat  Inspectors) 

-Slaught  erhouses 

400 

5 

-Bacon  Factories 

447 

1 

General  Food  Inspection 

35 

2 

Food  Enquiries 

5 

9 

Factories-with  mechanical  power  45 

20 

-without  mechanical  power 

1 

— 

-  other  premises 

2 

2 

-  outworkers 

4 

2 

Agriculture, (Safety,  Health 
&  Welfare  Provisions)Act ,1956 

— 

Shops  Act 

18 

1 

Clean  Air  Aot-Observations 

17 

1 

-Inspections 

31 

34 

-Section  10 

4 

— 

Noise  Abatement 

2 

2 

Petroleum  Acts-Inspections 

31 

7 

-Tank  Tests 

13 

3 

-Other  Visits 

8 

— 

Rag  Flock  Acs. 

- 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act 

1 

— 

Rodent  Control 

47 

3 

Other  Pest  Control 

16 

4 

Premises  Disinfested  (excl. 
rodent) 

5 

4 

Infectious  Diseases 

- 

— 

Premises  Disinfected 

- 

— 

Waste  Foods  Order 

- 

— 

Miscellaneous 

82 

— 

Carried  forward  2218 

22. 


950 


Primary 

Inspections 


Re- 

Inspections 

Brought  Forward  2218  950 

Interviews  67 

Samples-  Swimming  Bath  9  - 

-Water  5  - 

-Milk-Bacteriological  49  - 

-  Ice-Cream  12  - 


TOTALS 


2360 


950 


23 


